COME  FILL THE CUP

at table, taste his food, valet him, and guard his jewellery.
The badge of office was a small gold box hanging from his
waist, shaped like a gondola, studded with jewels, and
containing several fine white handkerchiefs, opium, per-
fumes, and cordials. The perplexities which beset these
poor unfortunates are sad to contemplate.

" 'My master came to the cruel resolution to trust his
women with me,s wrote one to his lord, c and seduced me
by a thousand promises and threats to part with myself
for ever.9 "

We learned that in the seraglio there were the same
offices as at court, but held by women; Chief and Under-
Equerries, Captain of the Gate, Captain of the Guard,
Doctors, and Interrers of the Dead, Each woman had
her own room, or shared it with an aged retainer, and might
not visit her companions without permission.

" 'Speak unto the believing women/ " quoted Rumi,
" cthat they restrain their eyes, and preserve their modesty,
and discover not their ornaments, except what necessarily
appeareth thereof; and let them throw their veils over their
bosoms, and not show their ornaments, unless to their
husbands.3 "

Every man in the kingdom took unto himself a wife.
Iranians observed a system ofmootah connexions, by which
a man might take a wife on lease. A pilgrim to Meshed
could take a temporary one for a small fee, for a day or for
ninety-nine years. Religion legalized the process, allowing
him to divorce her before he returned to his home.

"When a man of Pern went on a journey lasting twenty
days or more,5' Rumi said, "he might indulge himself at
each halt, allowing his wife at home to take somebody
else's absentee husband. In a certain district, when a
stranger arrived, the husband would depart, and leave the
guest in possession of his house, his hospitality, and his
wife. When a Tartar lord forbade this practice, tie people
were forced to obey him, but after three years they could
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